2 Samuel Clarke is now remembered particularly for his defence of Newton against Leibniz. But he was an important philosophical figure for at least the first half of the eighteenth century. Voltaire circulated the joke about him that he was the best trine of the Trinity but nonetheless held on to his fashionable pulpit in Westminster. More extreme were the 'deists' such as Toland and Anthony Collins, both professed disciples of Locke.
3 The Latitudinarians generally sought to distance themselves from the deists, though in this the ailing Locke was less successful. The High Church party, which lost power under William and Mary, blamed the Latitudinarians and the 'abused Toleration' for what they perceived as the decline of religion in England. They not merely blamed them for encouraging the deists but even accused some of being deists themselves.
Spinoza's name was often linked to deism 4 and indeed he was taken to be the inspiration for its more extreme forms.
5 Though deism might be little more than a demand for rational religion, in its more extreme forms it was mechanist and materialist in metaphysics, republican in politics and indeed subversive of Church and State authority alike.
6 High Churchmen, who were strongly corn- 
